
Around the College 2 

Students in Sport 3 

Cultural Day 4 

The Big Tree Walk 8 

School Readiness 
Program 

9 

Intergenerational 
Playgroup 

10 

Health Corner-Sexuality 
Education 

12 

Newborn baby Simulation 13 

Year 8 Melbourne Camp 16 

Legal Studies at 
Wangaratta Court 

18 

IT Tips 19 

In the Community 20 

Inside this issue: 

  Issue 14: 15th September 2023 

Calendar 

September 

15 End of Term 3 

     2.30pm Finish 

October 

2 Term 4 Starts 

9-20 Year 9 Future Makers 

Camp 

13 Parents Club Trivia 

Night 

18 Year 6 Social 

Enterprise Market Day 

A few words from the Principal…..Zlatko Pear 

End of Term - Well done Myrtleford P12 College! 
 

Congratulations to our students, parents, staff and the whole College 
community on an excellent first three terms. Our building works are 
progressing well and are on track for completion next term. We are 
looking forward to moving into the new facilities and getting access to 
the play areas. 
On behalf of all the staff at Myrtleford P12 College I would like to 

wish all our families a safe holiday period. We look forward to seeing 

everyone next term. School resumes for Term 4 on Monday 2nd of 

October.  

Hats compulsory in the yard 
 

A reminder that Myrtleford P12 College is a SunSmart School. This 

means that all our students need to wear a hat when outside during 

Term 4. If you are having problems purchasing any uniform items due 

to genuine financial difficulties, please contact me at the College to 

confidentially discuss your situation.  

Year 12 Exams  
 
Our Year 12 students have now mostly completed their VCE work 
requirements. They will now be immersed in revision and exam 
preparation. Students will sit practice exams during the first week of the 
holidays and take part in revision sessions during the break. The Year 
12 students will be back at school for three weeks in Term 4 before they 
begin the formal end of year exams. Parents can support them by 
ensuring adequate time is set aside for home study over the next few 
months.  

…...Zlatko Pear 

Myrtleford P12 College is committed to the implementation of Child 

Safe Standards to promote the safety and wellbeing of all young people. 
Myrtleford P12 College acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 

land on which we stand and pay our respect to the Elders both past, 

present and future. 

 



Page 2 

  Issue 14: 15th September 2023 

Around the College…. 

Primary teachers hard at work 
during the Curriculum Day last 

week 

Isabella’s Communion 
 

On Sunday the 10
th
 of September, Isabella 

received her Sacraments for her Communion 
and Eucharist at St Mary’s Catholic Church 
along with others from around the parish.  

Congratulations Isabella! 
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O and M Table 
Tennis 

Some Year 7 and 8 students 
represented the College at the 
Ovens and Mitta Sports in 
Wodonga and 
Albury on 
Tuesday and 
WOW, what a 
great day they 
all had! 
Myrtleford P12 
College did very 
well at the table 
tennis. Year 7 

boys came in fourth place. A big congratulations to 
the Year 7 girls who won the competition and have 
progressed to the Hume Region Competition. I 
would like to acknowledge the wonderful 
sportsmanship shown at the table tennis with our students 
congratulating other schools on their wins. 
Renee (Education Support) 

MYRTLEFORD AND DISTRICT VOLLEYBALL 
 

The Myrtleford & District Volleyball Association (MDVA) 
competition concluded on 

Wednesday the 6
th
 of 

September.  
 

We would like to congratulate 
all students  

who participated, particularly 
Hannah Pear and Jake 

Hodgkin who won the Female 
(and overall) Best & Fairest 
and Junior Best & Fairest 

respectively.  
We would also like to 

acknowledge the following 
students: 

Runner Up Male Best & 
Fairest: Alex Durling & Will Matthews 

Runner Up Junior Best & Fairest: Isabelle Morrison 
Most Improved: Tiahna Patten 

 

Keira Schaefer 
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Recount of Cultural Day by Lily and Alice (Year 6) 

Cultural Day is a day where we celebrate and are educated about our First Nations History. 
We do many fun activities that help people learn in different ways. 

We started the day by 
gathering on the tennis court 
for an assembly. Many 
awards were presented to 
indigenous members of the 
school who have done 
things to be different and 
represent their community. 
An Indigenous education 
support officer then gave us 
a spiritual smoking 
ceremony. 

 

Our first activity was headband making. We were given a quick set 
of instructions and laminated sheets of paper telling us the 
meanings of different indigenous symbols. We looked at the sheet 
and drew the symbols on a thin strip of paper, trying to create a 
story. After we had finished, the headbands were stapled together 
and real emu feathers were stuck onto each one. 
 

After a break we did some Indigenous yoga with Lee Couch. 
Aboriginal songs were played as we connected with the land via a 
special ceremony. We also sang some traditional songs and 
discovered that Lee was quite a good singer. 
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Then we did spear throwing and a special game of dodgeball. Half of our group went to spear 
throwing first, and the other half to dodgeball. During spear throwing, we were told if we hit a 
water bottle, we'd get a day off school. It was our first time, so nobody hit it. Even Ms Bigger 
tried! 
 

In dodgeball, there were two groups - the Hunters and the Kangaroos. The runners 
represented the animals trying not to get eaten and the attackers were people who needed to 
catch their dinner. When I was in the group of runners, we tried going by ourselves, in small 
groups, and in large groups. The least amount of people got hit when we went in small 
groups. 
 

During lunchtime, we had traditional Johnny Cakes with maple syrup. They were simple mini 
pancakes and tasted delicious. 
 

Our second last activity was cultural art led by some of our Korrie Students, Ava Brock, 
Matilda and Molly Knobel. Ava discussed her art work and the story behind it. We then drew 
symbols that resonated with our own lives and made stories in the art. Some people got the 
opportunity to share their stories. 
 

To relax at the end of the day, we read books and made stories with Aboriginal symbols. This 
activity was run by Mrs Morgan. The books are written by Indigenous authors, some about 
their culture, or dreamtime stories or just for entertainment purposes.  
 

The cultural day was an overall fun, educational, and interesting experience. We were able to 
learn about our own Indigenous culture in a unique way. Well done Ms Royse for organising 
the day! 
 

By Lily Picciocchi  and Alice Branagan 



Molly Knobel-For presenting the 
Acknowledgement of Country at 
the Year 11 Formal 

 
Sahara Giles-For 
being a proud and 
passionate 
advocate for 
Indigenous 
Inclusion at 
Myrtleford P12 
College. 
 
Ava Brock-For 
being an amazing 

advocate for Cultural Awareness 
in our school community and 
beyond, particularly through her 
work with the Alpine Shire 
Reconciliation Plan and numerous 
special events 
 
Toby Clifford (absent)-For being 
a kind, considerate student who 
received great results in his TAFE 
course and has persevered with 

his school based apprenticeship. 
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Sahara Giles presenting the Acknowledgement of 
Country 

Pride and Deadly Awards 

Johnny cakes at lunchtime 

4th September 
2023 

Tammy performing the Smoking Ceremony 
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Spear throwing with Tim and Nick 

Indigenous literacy with Mrs Morgan 

Emu feathers headband with Tammy and Sahara 

Yoga with Lee Couch 

Art with Mrs Craftwright, 
Ava, Molly and Matilda. 
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This term, we have been 
learning about our local 

Aboriginal people and places in 
Humanities. To finish the unit, 
we went on an excursion to 

Myrtleford’s Big Tree. The tree 
is one of the oldest and largest 
in Victoria. ‘The Big Tree’ is one 

of two mature river red rums 
remaining in the township of 
Myrtleford. The tree was a 

meeting place for local 
Aboriginal groups. We had lots 
of fun exploring the site’s flora 

and fauna. 
Mrs Allan, Miss Hogan and Mrs 

Cavallin 



Myrtleford P12 College is a Child Safe 
School. 

All our Child Safe policies can be accessed 
on the College website. 

http://www.myrtlefordp12.vic.edu.au 

Page 9   Issue 14: 15th September 2023 

We are looking forward to welcoming 

Prep 2024 students during our 

upcoming School Readiness Program. 

Enrol now for further information.  

http://www.myrtlefordp12.vic.edu.au


 

Intergenerational playgroup 0-100 
MP12 College - together we do better 

 
This term five Year 8 students Sienna Schell, 
Joy Hunter, Taleah Elkington, Paige Kiss and 
Charlee Savage have worked with me to 
organise and plan an Intergenerational 
Playgroup to be held with our friends at 
Myrtleford Lodge Aged Care. After much 
planning it all came together on Monday when 
we held our first session between 10.30 and 

11.30. 
We were well 
supported by the 
community with a 
number of families 
coming along, 
including mums, 
babies, toddlers and 
grandparents. 
Such a wonderful morning of sharing and 
caring. 
What a fun time we all had, no one was 
wanting to go home or back to school. 
A positive experience for all- we will be back 
next term with more! 
 

Rosemary Bunge 
School Nurse 
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Quote of the week : 

“Every moment is a new opportunity to 
make a memory together” 



Some student reflections…. 
 
Sienna– My highlight of going to the Lodge was watching how happy the 
elderly were when they had the babies in their laps, their eyes lit up with 
joy. 
It was amazing watching all the little kids have so much fun. 
 
 
 
Paige- I enjoyed greeting everyone, 
seeing them all with a smile on their 
face ready to see the elders. In the 
playgroup I found my little person, 
Jordy. She was so chill just sitting 
on the elders laps and making them 

       very happy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taleah- I enjoyed the time at the Lodge because 
watching the young with the elderly was very fun. It 
filled everyone's hearts to watch a young child run 
across the room and the resident smiling and 
laughing at their antics. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Joy- I enjoyed being around 
the little ones because they 
were just so cute and tiny. I 
also really liked the fact that 
the mothers were so open to 
the elders and us being 
allowed to hold their babies. 
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Sexuality education is important and should start when children are young. Talk about 
feelings, relationships and values. Primary and Secondary school children need age-
appropriate information about sex and reproduction. At Myrtleford P12 College we are using a 
resource developed by the DET as part of standard curriculum. This term I have been working 
with Year 5, 6 and 7. Age-appropriate sex education is vital for people to make informed, safe, 
and healthy choices going forward. Knowledge is power. 
 
Year 5 and 6 have been learning about all thing’s puberty. Hormones, body changes, 
emotional and thought changes, reproductive parts and simple reproduction. 
Year 7 topics we are covering include general health and wellbeing, changes  during 
puberty, reproductive parts, reproduction, consent, contraceptive and STI overview.  
Information has been shared in many ways, games, books, artwork, charts, video clips 
and simple chats. 
 
If you have students in these age groups now is a good time to be talking to them about these 
things.   
Ask your student what they learnt today? 
Young people feel encouraged when their parents and carers are open to talking about sexual 
health. Avoiding the subject won’t stop young people learning about sex, but it may result in 
them relying on inaccurate information. 
 
The easiest way to talk to your child about sexuality is to start at an early age, though it’s 
never too late. Answer questions honestly and directly when they come up and find out 
together what you don’t know as you go along. 
If you would like more information about how to talk to your child feel free to contact me via 
the college. 
 
Happy holidays if you have requested a holiday breakfast box please remember to collect 
and enjoy. Have a wonderful break and come back refreshed for Term 4. Remember, be 
SunSmart next term- so slip, slop, slap and wrap. 
 

Page 12   Issue 14: 15th September 2023 

I’m at Myrtleford P12 College on Mondays and 
Tuesdays each week. 
I can be contacted by email 
Rosemary.Bunge@education.vic.gov.au  
 or on 
0438 710 584. 

HEALTH CORNER...with School Nurse Rosemary Bunge 

….Rosemary 

mailto:Rosemary.Bunge@education.vic.gov.au
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In Week 7-9 of Term 3, we were fortunate enough to borrow a RealCare infant simulator from Cathedral  
College, Wangaratta, for our Year 11 Health and Human Development (HHD) students to experience. The 
program involved each student taking care of the “baby” for a minimum of 24 hours, this included feeding, 
burping, rocking and changing its nappy and was part of Unit 2 (Managing Health and Development), Area of 
Study 1 (Developmental Transitions). The students took the “baby” to school, work, sport and even Deb 
training! It was a wonderful experience that our students learnt so much from and we are very grateful to 
Cathedral College for allowing us to borrow their equipment. 
 
Below are some student testimonials about the experience:  
In what ways was caring for Baby like caring for a real 
infant? 

• Some similarities are you have to support their heads, 
change their diapers, comfort them and walk around with 
them in your arms to calm it down. 

• It was quite similar as it needed feeding, changing 
and burping but caring for a real infant would be a lot 
better because they are cuter and the cuteness makes up 

for the annoyingness 

• Dependent, needed 
constant attention, required you to figure out the issue  

 
In what ways was caring for Baby 
NOT like caring for a real infant? 

• Whenever it wanted to drink from 
the bottle it would drink for a really 
long time, the noises it made were 
limited and so you could identify 
what was wrong based from the 
noises it made, it's made of plastic 
and so doesn't feel like a real baby 
other than its weight. 

• When she stopped crying I could 
leave her alone in a room and not 
need to constantly watch her, 
whereas a real infant would need to 
be watched with more care. 

• From the ones that I have looked 
after none of them have fed that much and for that long or needed to 
be burped for so long, also real babies 
actually poop and pee and they wake up to 
noise. 
 
In what ways was caring for Baby EASIER 
than expected? 

• Diaper change was easy because I left 
the pants off. 

• Being able to identify what was wrong 
and how quickly, getting a good amount of 
sleep and multi-tasking whilst caring for 
the baby. I held the bottle with my chin and 
fed her whilst typing on my computer. Also 
the periods of it not making any noise were 
much longer than I thought they would be. 
It became easier after you understood it. 
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In what ways was caring for Baby HARDER than expected? 

• Having to get up in the middle of the night to care for it, when all you 
want to do is go to sleep. It was also hard having to deal with the baby 
crying when I was in class doing my work. Not being able to leave it alone 
for a long period of time aka going to the toilet/showering  

• The night was the hardest, I thought it would only wake up once during 
the night instead woke up three times needing a feed, nappy changed and 
sometimes just wanted to be picked up. 

• The beginning was very stressful, as I didn't know what was wrong or 
what I was doing and was also worried about disturbing others around me.  

• It was hard knowing what it wanted and getting it to burp. It was 
annoying walking around with it and people staring giving judging looks.  

Sometimes it was very difficult to calm it 
down and the scream was very 
overwhelming 

 
How has the experience with Baby affected 
your plans for your life? 

• Social plans. Not wanting the children 
until I'm fully ready (don't be silly with 
contraception). 

• I am now not having kids for a while  

• I didn't plan on having kids and I most 
likely still won't, even though I really enjoyed 
caring for her, it would be very exhausting. 

• It hasn't changed my plans for life I 
would still love to have kids one day. If 
anything it has cemented the idea of wanting 
to travel and pursue my career before settling down to start a family  

• For a short period of time it was okay but dealing with this in the long 
term would change a lot of things including schooling, work and social life.  

 
What discussion did you have with your friends/family because of having 
the infant simulator? 

• Some of us thought that we would love to have a baby soon but then 
realized that it would be so difficult with school, work and sports.  

• Just about how raising a kid is extremely difficult as a child.  

• Taking care of the infant simulator triggered the conversation of 
what I was like as a child and the challenges of having a baby.  

• I didn't really but someone in the street thought that I had a real 
baby then when I said she was fake started saying that I was too young 
to have a baby anyway and that I should live my life first.  
 
How did this experience connect to what we have learned in class? 

• This has taught us about a change in a person ’s life when having a 
baby. About becoming a parents and the changes you have to make in 
your life to look after a baby. The needs and development of a baby 
after it is born 

• I was able to more closely relate to how exhausting and stressful 
being a parent can be and how it can affect your health and wellbeing.  
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If you were to have this experience again is there anything you would do differently? 

• No, I think I would just plan my time better around the baby.  

• I would hope to have someone home with me so that I can actually do things without being disrupted 
like going to the toilet, showering, cooking dinner (etc.). 

• I would not do it again. Ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What have you learnt about the considerations in becoming a parent, particularly 
surrounding responsibilities and time? 

• I think I do not want a child for a long, long time. Though she was good, I feel 
like they take over your everyday life and I don’t want that. 

• It takes up a lot of your time, and you can ’t do anything for yourself anymore in 
the sense that they come first. 

• You need to be prepared and have a plan to care for the baby and have the 
space for it. You can't just leave the house or go out without taking the baby with 
you or giving it to another responsible adult to care 
for it. 

• Not to have one in school, she was very 
distracting and made it hard to do work in 
psychology as she cried LITERALLY the whole class.  
 
 

What advice would you give to a future parent who is preparing to take 
home a newborn? 

• Be patient. It will get easier once you know what you're doing. Love 
your baby. Treat the baby kindly. 

• Be patient and be prepared as it will make your life easier!  

• Make sure you are prepared for no sleep 

• Don’t 

• You'll learn how to care for them with confidence, you'll understand them 
better and connect with them more the longer you're together. Taking a 
moment to relax yourself/taking a moment to breath is also very important, 
making sure you look after yourself as well as your child. 

• I would say patience is key. As much as it is a pain, it is the biggest 
reward being a parent, and not everybody gets to experience it. 

• I would say to be patient and not get mad or annoyed when the baby is 
crying, it just makes it more stressful and takes longer to calm it down. 

• Good luck! 
Miss Schaefer (VCE HHD Teacher) 
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Camp 
Day 1 

We finally arrived; Southern Cross Station touchdown!! We made our way to The Village to drop our bags 
off and headed back to Melbourne Central for some shopping, followed by rock climbing. Once finished, we 
walked back to The Village with our tired legs to get ready for dinner in Chinatown. After dinner we took 
a tram to the cinema to watch the Barbie Movie. Our first night ended with a hot shower and a good sleep. 

   
Day 2 

Off to Artvo in the morning with some shopping and lunch. We headed straight to the zoo with dinner 
under the bridge as the rain came. Ponchos on, we walked to the Crown Casino for laser tag and arcade 

games. We arrived at The Village for a late finish. 
 

Day 3 

It was our last day, so we packed our bags and got ready to head out. We spent some time at Queen Victoria 
market, before going back to The Village to gather our bags. We went off to Southern Cross Station to buy 

lunch and take a train back home.  
 

Hyacinth and Kobe 
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Wangaratta Court Visit: Good Arguments and Legal 1/2 
 
The students of the Good Arguments elective, alongside the students studying VCE Legal Studies 1/2, 
attended the Wangaratta Law Court on Tuesday, 12th of September.  

 
Students were given access to an entire 
courtroom (the Koori Court) in which they 
participated in two mock civil trials run by a 
retired County Court Judge. Students had to 
prepare for their roles as either plaintiff or 
defendant lawyer and witnesses. Each class 
also had the opportunity to play the jury for the 
two cases.  
 
Students were introduced to a range of legal 
concepts, from the burden and standard of 
proof in civil cases, to the techniques used in 
cross-examination by lawyers and barristers in 
court. They had to consider the duty of care in 
negligence cases, as well as whether comments 
posted online could constitute defamation.  

 
Heated discussions ensued in the jury room, 
although one particular group was quite quick to 
return a result that would most certainly have 
resulted in an appeal!  
 
Everyone who participated performed 
outstandingly, with the judge commenting that 
she had to continually remind herself that these 
were school students and not real barristers. 

The day also included a tour of Court 1, where many 
cases from the County and Supreme Courts are heard 
in a regional setting, and a visit to the cells. 

 
We thank her Honour Judge Marilyn Harbison 
for donating her time to help run this event, and 
the Wangaratta Court (in particular, Paula 
Griffiths) for being so accommodating during our 
visit. 
 
Mr Harbison 
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Congratulations to the winners of 

the Book Week Colouring 
Competition  

Prep-2 
Hugh Scott 

Year 3/4 
Ywang Ling 

Year 5/6 
Elli Lamperd 

 
And the winner of the Emoji Match 

Competition 
Louise Benci 

 
These students were awarded with 
their prize packs by library leaders 
Rocky and Lily at last week’s assembly. 
 
I hope that everyone finds a good book to read these holidays. I look 
forward to discussing some of the favourites next term. ….Mrs Morgan 

 
Watch this IT space for a series of  keyboard shortcuts.  

Take a screenshot of your whole screen and copy it to the 
clipboard. Then paste it where you want it. 

Note: You can change this shortcut so it also opens screen 
snipping, which lets you edit your screenshot. Se-

lect Start  > Settings  > Accessibility  > Keyboard , and 
set Use the Print Screen button to open screen snip-

ping to On. 

Use PrtScn key to open screen snipping 

ms-settings:easeofaccess-keyboard?activationSource=SMC-Article-12445
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Mel is working all holidays and is 
available to work with young 

people and families for all the big 
and small things  

In the Community 
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Holiday Fun for the young! 
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Sport in the Community 
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Currently offering 

First Aid ,Certificate 
in Individual Support 

and Health Administration training. 
 

https://www.alpineinstitute.vic.edu.au/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alpineinstitute.vic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKathleen.Morgan%40education.vic.gov.au%7C5eff0747018c458d910f08db949c0487%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638267170040141836%7CUnkn


Page 25 

  Issue 14: 15th September 2023 

 

MYRTLEFORD  
 
 

OPEN: 7am TO 7pm Mon to Fri 
          8am to 7pm Sat & Sun 

myrtleford.myfoodworks.com.au 

91 Myrtle Street 
(03)57521575 
myrtleford@stores.foodworks.com.au 

67 Clyde St, 
Myrtleford 

Ph 57522459 
billyandme@outlook.com 

WE PROUDLY STOCK  THE 
FULL RANGE OF COLLEGE 

UNIFORM 

Our fortnightly newsletter is available for your enjoyment: 

• On the ClassDojo app available on Android and Apple devices. 

(Where you can also enjoy notifications about school related 

information) 

• On Compass (Where you can also enjoy notifications about 

school related information and parent forms) 

• On the College website at  http://

www.myrtlefordp12.vic.edu.au/  

• Via email (just let the office know and provide a valid email 

address) 

• By hard copy on request 

Our Sponsors…. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

http://www.myrtlefordp12.vic.edu.au/
http://www.myrtlefordp12.vic.edu.au/

